
Nick Ryan Gallery presents Seeking Balance, a solo exhibition by Kansas City based textile artist, Debra Smith. 
This will Debra Smith’s first Colorado exhibiton and we welcome her to the Nick Ryan Gallery artist roster.

Debra Smith was born in Kansas City in 1971 and raised in Hannibal, Missouri. Pursuing her interest in fashion 
and textiles, Debra Smith studied at the Italian Academy of Fashion & Design; Lorenzo de Medici in Florence Italy 
before receiving her Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Kansas City Art Institute with a major in Fiber in 1993 and an 
Associate Degree in Applied Science from the Fashion Institute of Technology in 2002. 

After living in Brooklyn, NY for over a decade, Smith returned to her native Midwestern roots in 2004. She now 
lives in Kansas City, where she continues to create art from vintage textiles.

“I am not a poet or someone who draws, my use of vintage textiles as a medium brings a history, a weight, a po-
etry to the work before I even begin to cut, sew and piece the work back together. 

Allowing the work to intuitively flow through me, I am breaking all stereotypes associated with textiles, from ideas 
of craft to that of “women’s work” my pieced images have a strong language that is much more similar to that of 
painting, poetry & drawing.”

-Debra Smith
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Art Exhibition at Nick Ryan Gallery

Debra Smith : Seeking Balance

On view: November 14, 2024 - January 11, 2025
Opening Reception: 
Thursday, November 14, 2024, 5-8 pm.

Debra Smith, Seeking Balance Series #3, 2024
Pieced vintage silk, 20 1/2 x 15 1/2 inches

Additional images and materials available on request.



Debra Smith
Talking Stories Series, 2024
Pieced vintage silk
21 1/2 x 17 1/2 inches each

Debra Smith
In Studio
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